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Coursework cheats

Essay copying is 'not cheating' – cBBC news item
Copying school work off the internet isn't necessarily cheating, and could be "self-teaching", says the head of the group in charge of qualifications. 
Dr Ellie Johnson Searle said a small amount of copying from the web could help kids understand a subject, if they put the work into their own words. 

But she said full copying was wrong, and kids who did it would get caught. 

One pupil told the BBC that over 50% of his classmates got essays online to help boost their grades. 

He said that lots of kids got essays from different sites and combined them so they wouldn't get caught easily. 

But Dr Searle warned that new computer programmes could detect cheats. 

She said there was a big difference between copying big chunks of text off the net and re-writing a small amount. 

But in the end, she said it was down to teachers to catch big-time cheats. 

"They know their pupils' style, their strengths and their weaknesses," she said, and that would help them catch them out. 

Article from http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/uk/newsid_3599000/3599709.stm 5th April 2004
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